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October 23, 2005 



To whom it may concern: 



My name is Tanya Yevette Barnes. I am writing today to speak on behalf of my only 
brother, Keith Powers. I would like to start out by saying that although my brother is not 
perfect, as well as no one else is, he is the only man in my family that has always been 
here to support and do right by his three yoxmger sisters and mother. Keith is my oldest 
brother, my only brother, and I love him very much. He's always made sure that I stayed 
on the right path and if he would ever see that I have strayed, he would be the first to 
correct me, I have always looked up to him because he will always find a way to make 
good out of any bad situation. I am the middle of three girls and I feel the closest to him. 
r ve always wanted to be just like him. Charismatic, positive, outgoing, a great sense of 
humor, and overall a strong loving family man. We were raised in a single family home. 
My mother was our sole provider. On nights when she would have to work late, my 
brother would take on the role as parent. He always made sure we did our homework, ate 
dinner, and went to bed at a reasonable time* He would go over our assignments with us 
to make sure we did everything correct. Because he did that, it molded us into students 
who did very well in school. It made me want to do well. He would always say how 
proud he was of us. Oxjir relationship with my brother was one that other families looked 
up to and admired. They would always tell us how special we were to have that bond. 
Not a lot of families did in our neighborhood. I think that is why he was so hard on us. 
He was our protector and still is today. 

My brother has made a lot of mistakes or bad decisions. Keith is a man who is not afi'aid 
of admitting his wrong doings. He is not a man who will disregard advice that someone 
is giving. He is someone who wants to learn and grow fi:om his mistakes and get past 
everything that has altered his present and that may alter his fixture. I am very proud of 
him for that. I am lucky to have someone like him in my family. I have seen the change 
in him and it makes me stronger knowing that he can pull through anything. Now that 
my sisters and I have grown into young women, I know my brother will do the same for 
his she year old daughter; he did for us to make sure she will be somebody. 

It breaks my heart knowing the situation he is facing. He came to me and still talks to me 
about what has happened and what may happen. I know that I can't do much. I have put 
it in Gods hands but I just want to let whomever is reading this know that Keith has 
changed. He is not the man that prosecutors may make him out to be. He is not a typical 
criminal taking advantage of the system. He is only someone who chose the wrong path 
because he was not given a chance to prove himself. He is a hardworking intelligent 
man. All he asks is for a chance to show what he is capable of doing. Everything Keith 
has set his mind in doing, he has done it. He went to Computer Training School and 
graduated at the top of his class. He has trained with some of the best computer 
teclmicians in this area. All he need is a chance. He has been working for a long time 
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now* He set out to change his life aroimd and has achieved it. I remember coming home 
seeing him on the internet and looking in the paper for jobs. It made me cry knowing that 
he was so determined to show that he can be more than a product of his environment. I 
am an honor student at Strayer University and my older sister is a graduated from Sanz 
nursing school. We all are focused on making a better life for ourselves so that we may 
be able to provide for our mother. She has always been there for us. She has always 
supported us. She has raised us into strong minded and goal oriented individuals and we 
are forever grateful. My brother, sister, and I dream is to one day being able to buy my 
mom her dream home. She has worked all of our lives and one day she won't have to 
anymore. That is why all of us are striving to make careers to be able to make our dream 
come trae. 

With all that I have said, I hope that I have given whomever an image of a man who has 
made wrong decisions but who is capable of learning from them and growing into a 
better human being. We love Keith very much and will always stand by him because he 
has always stood by us. 
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